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SUB J : OPORTO MEETING OF EUROPEAN SOCIALIST LEADERS 

REF: LISBON 1290 (DTG 271710Z FEB 76) NOTAL 

1 . ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS, EUROPEAN SOCIALIST 
LEADERS WILL GATHER IN OPORTO MARCH 13/14 AT THE INVITATION OF 
PORTUGUESE SOCIALIST (PS) SECGEN MARIO SOARES. TWO-DAY 
SESSION WILL BE DEVOTED TO "POLITICAL STRATEGY OF SOCIALIST AND 
SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC PARTIES IN EUROPE" UNDER MAIN THEME OF "PORTUGAL 
AND EUROPE." OPORTO MEETING IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOW-UP TO RECENT 
HELSINGOR GATHERING AND IUNE. 1975 CREATION OF AD HOC "COMMITTEE FOR 
THE DEFENSE OF DEMOCRACY IN PORTUGAL" WHICH IS HEADED BY WILLY 
BRANDT. IN ADDITION TO BRANDT, OTHER INVITEES INCLUDE OLOF PALME, 
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FRANCESCO DE MARTINO AND FILIPE GONZLES (SECGEN OF SPANISH SOCIALIST 
WORKER PARTY). BRITISH LABOR PARTY REPORTEDLY WILL SEND HIGH 
LEVEL SUBSTITUTION FOR HAROLD WILSON. 

2. IN INTERVIEW WITH LOCAL REPORTER, SOARES CHARACTERZIED OPORTO 
MEETING AS "SIMPLY DOING JUSTICE” BY THE PEOPLE OF OPORTO 

AND THE NORTH WHO VOTED SOCIALIST IN FORCE LAST YEAR. 

SOARERS SIDESTEPPED QUESTION WHETHER SOCIALIST GATHERING WAS INTENDED 
AS PS ELECTION TACTIC. HE RESPONDED: "WE ONLY HOPE TO SENSITIZE 
SOCIALIST AND SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LEADERS TO OUR PROBLEMS IN 
NORTHERN PORTUGAL AND WITH THE PORT WINE INDUSTRY." 

3. COMMENT: THOUGH LOCAL PORT TRADE CONTINUES TO BE PLAGUED BY 
DIFFICULTIES WITH SYNTHETIC BRANDY, SOARES CLEARLY HAS MORE ON HIS 
MIND THAN WINE. PS HAS YET TO GET ITS ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

UNDERWAY IN THE NORTH UNLIKE A YEAR AGO WHEN PS ACTIVISTS HAD ALREADY 
COVERED AVAILABLE WALL SPACE WITH POSTERS AND PAINT. OPORTO IS HOME 
BASE 

OF MOST POPULAR DEMOCRATIC (PPD) DISSIDENTS WHO BOLTED PPD IN DECEMBER 

AND REMAIN IN POLITICAL LIMBO BETWEEN PPD AND PS. LOCAL PS 
FORTUNES HAVE ALSO SAGGED BECAUSE OF OVER-INDENTIFICATION IN PEOPLES 
MINDS WITH ANGOLA AND RPA RECOGNITION.AGRARIAN REFORM AND AGRICULTURE 
MINISTER LOPES CARDOSO AND MARXISM IN GENERAL. APPEARANCE OF SUCH 
INTERNATIONAL FIGURES AS BRANDT WILL NOT CHANGE MINDS OF 
BACKWOODS CONSERVATIVE FARMERS. IT WILL HOWEVER GET PS CAMPAIGN 
OFF TO FLYING START IN URBAN AND INDUSTRIAL AREAS AND AMONG 
LEFT-OF-CENTER NON-COMMUNIST EDUCATED CLASS. PENNER 
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